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a trained man to work it out, and to do everything possible
to obtain unanimous acceptance of the new distribution of
land.
Till now there has been no law by which even one
obstinate landowner can be prevented from spoiling the
whole plan, but legislation has just been passed which will
enable a certain majority to compel the rest to join in this
obvious reform. So keen has the demand now become for
consolidation that people are gladly paying up to eight or
nine annas an acre to get the work done. This is not the
whole cost but it is a promising beginning.
The second requisite of land is that it be protected from
erosion. The topsoil and the rain water use the two greatest
capital assets of an agricultural country, but by allowing
the vegetation of the uncultivated land to be destroyed
and by neglecting to level, terrace and embank the
cultivated land, many people are letting one of these two
national assets destroy the other instead of using both to
produce wealth. People who neglect their land are not
merely destroying their own and their children's heritage,
they are destroying the biggest national asset of an agri-
cultural country. The State, therefore, has every right to
interfere and insist upon the proper conservation of the
land surface of the country. Unlevel fields must be levelled
and terraced and every bit of barani land must be protected
by banks so that where the rain falls, there it shall stay
until it has done its work. Standing water when no longer
wanted is drained off, if possible, by drains at the back and
not the front of the terraced field, so as to involve less risk
of erosion by letting the water run down the steep edge of
the terrace.
3. Water. This can be subdivided under the four
following heads:

